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My plea is for due regard for truth in advertising.
It is a habit with people ... to treat the printed word
in a book or a newspaper as gospel truth. There is need,
therefore, for extreme caution in drawing up advertise-
ments. Untruths are most dangerous.

Harijan, 24-8-'35

CHAPTER   LXIX

PEACE BRIGADES

Some time ago I suggested the formation of a Peace
Brigade whose members would risk their lives in dealing
with riots, especially communal. The idea was that this
brigade should substitute the police and even the mili-
tary. This reads ambitious. The achievement may prove
impossible. Yet, if the Congress is to succeed in its non-
violent struggle, it must develop the power to deal peace-
fully with such situations. Let us therefore see what
qualifications a member of the contemplated Peace
Brigade should possess:

(1) He or she must have a living faith in non-
violence. This is impossible without a living faith in
God. A non-violent man can do nothing save by the
power and grace of God. Without it he won't have the
courage to die without anger, without fear and without
retaliation. Such courage comes from the belief that
God sits in the hearts of all and that there should be no
fear in the presence of God. The knowledge of the
omnipresence of God also means respect for the lives
of even those who may be called opponents or
goondas. This contemplated intervention is a process
of stilling the fury of man when the brute in Mm gets the
mastery over him.